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Synopsis

This book is about governing well for the future. It investigates the nature of, and the conditions for,
prudent long-term democratic governance in a dynamic, complex, and uncertain world, the reasons
why such governance is politically challenging, and how such challenges can best be tackled. In
particular, it addresses the problem of ’short-termism’ or a 'presentist bias’ in policy-making; that is,
the risk of governments placing undue weight on near-term considerations at the expense of a
society’s overall long-term welfare. As such, the book traverses both normative and empirical

issues. The approach is primarily qualitative rather than quantitative.
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Customer Reviews

Boston presents readers with a comprehensive investigation of the nature of prudent, long-term
democratic government and the conditions for it to succeed in a fast-changing, complex, and
challenging world. The author has organized the fourteen chapters that make up the main body of
his text in four parts devoted to the challenge of long-term democratic governance, principles and
proposals for improving long-term democratic governance, assessing the options for improving
long-term democratic governance, and taking care of tomorrow today. The author is a faculty
member of the Victorian University of Wellington, New Zealand. Distributed in North America by

Turpin Distribution. --Annotation A A©2017 Ringgold Inc. Portland, OR (protoview.com)

Jonathan Boston is a professor of public policy at Victoria University of Wellington. He is the author



of New Zealand Under MMP: A New Politics?, From Campaign to Coalition, and Left Turn. Stephen
Church is a political advisor, based in Parliament, for the United Future Party. Stephen Levine is a
professor and the head of the school of history, philosophy, political science, and international
relations at Victoria University of Wellington, Elizabeth McLeay is an associate professor in political
science at Victoria University of Wellington. Nigel S. Roberts is an associate professor of political

science at the Victoria University of Wellington.

This is the best book written on the nature, causes and potential cures for short-termism in
governance and public policy available today - anywhere. The writing is crisp, thoughtful and
on-target. In my ideal world this would be read by every Chief-of-Staff to a member of Congress
and/or required High School civics reading. But alas, it will not be.... so | highly suggest you read

this if the topic is of any interest to you.
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